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This volume is the result of a highly collaborative venture involving a multitude of partners and contributors under
the direction of the editors. The World Migration Report 2024 project commenced in May 2022 and culminated in
the launch of the report in May 2024 by the Director General.

The findings, interpretations, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the
views of |IOM or its Member States.

The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area,
or of its authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries.

All reasonable efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the data referred to in this report, including
through data verification. We regret, however, any data errors that may remain. Unless otherwise stated, this report

does not refer to data or events after October 2023, This report has been produced without generative Al tools,

The stories behind the photographs can be found on page v
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Foreword

Migration Is as old as humanity itself. Throughout history, people have migrated in search of better lives, to flee
conflict or seek safety, or simply to find new opportunities. It may surprise people that most migration is regular,
safe and orderly — regionally focused and often directly connected to work. What captures attention in headlines is

just part of the story. Migration is an issue that has been deeply affected by misinformation and politicization, and
dominant narratives have strayed far away from balanced, accurate accounts of migration — both its simple truths

and its complex situation-specific realities,

That is why the central aim of IOM's flagship World Migration Report series is to set out in clear and accurate terms
the changes occurring in migration and mobility globally so that readers can better understand changes and adapt

their own work. As the Unitad Nations migration agency, IOM has an obligation to demystify the complexity and
diversity of human mobility through evidence-based data, research and analysis.

The report also acknowledges IOM's continuing obligation to uphold fundamental rights and its mission to support
those migrants who are most in need. This is particularly critical in the three areas in which IOM places high priority
outlined in IOM'’s new Strategic Plan 2024-2028: Saving lives and protecting people on the move; Driving solutions
to displacement; and Facllitating pathways for regular migration,

The current United Mations estimate is that there are about 281 million international migrants in the world,
which equates to 3.6 per cent of the global population. But increasing numbers of people are being displaced,
within and out of thelr country of origin, because of conflict, violence, political or economic instability as well as
climate change and other disasters. In 2022, there were 117 million displaced people in the world, and 71.2 million
internally displaced people. The number of asylum-seekers has risen from 4.1 million in 2020 to 5.4 million in 2022,
an increase of more than 30 per cent.

Many people are locked out of regular pathways, as highlighted in chapter 4 of this report, and they sometimes
resort to irregular channels that are extremely hazardous. These channels get significant media attention, and their
use often undermines confidence in governance and fuels a twisted narrative that is being weaponized around the
world for short-term political gain.

This report presents key global and regional migration data and trends, along with relevant thematic issues. Because
we know that specific audiences, including policymakers, media, researchers, teachers and students, have varying
needs when using this report to inform their work, this World Migration Report also includes an expanded range
of digital tools to help ensure that it can be as useful for as wide a range of people as possible.

These innovations continue a proud history for the World Migration Report, which has won multiple international
awards. More important than the awards, though, is the fact that the World Migration Report contributes to the
global discourse about migration. That is always our goal - to inform global audiences about the robust evidence
base that supports our work. We trust the contents and tools will help dispel myths, provide key facts and analysis,
and offer new knowledge about the complex migration landscape. We also hope that the World Migration Report
inspires new ideas on how you can be part of a bigger agenda, one that helps ensure migration is leveraged
effectively as a solution to human development, peace and prosperity throughout the world.
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The phrase "Knowledge is Power”, was first used by philosophers in the sixteenth century. In this age of instant
news, web conspiracies and sophisticated political narratives, it (s as relevant as ever. Through this edition of the

World Migration Report, we seek to shape the conversation on migration around data, facts and truth — that way,
we can tell the whole story.

OIM ##=Q|M
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Director General
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REPORT OVERVIEW:

MIGRATION CONTINUES TO BE PART

OF THE SOLUTION IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING
WORLD, BUT KEY CHALLENGES REMAIN'

Introduction

It has been more than two years since the release of the World Migration Report 2022, which provided an overview
of the global transformations intensely affecting migration and displacement around the world. While acknowledging
ongoing changes related to demographic transitions, as well as economic and soclal transformations, the 2022
report outlined the major geopolitical, environmental and technological transformations that shape migration and
mobility, sometimes profoundly. The impacts of these systemic global shifts have only intensified further in the last
two-year period. For example, hardening geopolitics has seen us witness previously unthinkable conflict in terms
of both scale and nature. The full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation in early 2022 signalled a
pivotal shift for the world, with some arguing that it "marked an abrupt end to 30 years of globalization and all the
international cooperation that made that possible”” The immediate impacts on Ukraine and Europe continue to be
felt by millions of people, while the global impacts have touched many times more, as the consequences of the war
ripple through global food security, energy security, international law, multilateralism, military strategy and alliances.’

More recently, and notwithstanding devastating conflicts in many places around the world in the last two years
(such as in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen), the Hamas attack on 7 October
and the conflict in Gaza have been profoundly shocking for even the most seasoned analysts, as well as long-
serving humanitarians.! The regional and global consequences are potentially severe, highlighting how geopalitics are
changing quickly and in dangerous ways.” At the time of writing (November 2023), the deaths and displacements
were already very high, and the humanitarian response intensely difficult and complex.®

It Is also fair to say that the Intensification of ecologically negative human activity raised in the previous World
Migration Report (2022 edition) has only further intensified: overconsumption and overproduction linked to
unsustainable economic growth, resource depletion and biodiversity collapse, as well as ongoing climate change

(including global heating) are continuing to grip the world. We are more aware than ever before of the extremely
negative consequences of human activities that are not preserving the planet’s ecological systems. The potential

consequences for human migration and mobility are high in terms of global consciousness as climate records

Marie McAuliffe, Head, Migration Research and Publications Division, [OM; Linda Adhiambe Oucho, Execitive Director, Alrican Migration
and Development Policy Centre

Maddox, 2023,

Coles et al, 1023,

IASC, 2023; Wright, 2023
Khoury, 2023; Wright, 2023
[ASC, 2023 UNRWA, 2023
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continue to be broken,” while the specific future impacts and scenarios continue to be contested, discussed and
debated® Nevertheless, there is a strong sense that major impacts will occur without adequate preventative actions
related to carbon emissions and green technology uptake, as well as more granular preparedness actions, such as
disaster risk reduction work underpinned by adequate climate finance.” Recent positive developments in multilateral
processes on climate change, however, provide for some optimism on cooperation going forward. As do new
multilateral mobility frameworks agreed by States (such as the Pacific Regional Framework on Climate Mability).

In the previous edition we presented a chapter analysing the use of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies in
migration systems, while also pointing to the ongoing impacts of technological change across wide areas of social,
political and economic life globally. Since then, we have witnessed major advances in Al, especially generative Al
tools that have burst on to the world stage, impacting a wide range of sectors and occupations, with calls from
some to embrace such tools," while others (most notably the creators of the latest generative Al tools) caution
against the Increasing proliferation of Al technologies throughout our societies."

The highly uneven, sustained use of Al in only some migration systems points to the heightened risk that
Al technologies in migration and mobility systems are on track to exacerbate digital divides, both between States
and within States." A prerequisite to Al uptake is ICT digital capability, particularly the digital data capture of
processes and applicants’ identity data. These actions require access to ICT infrastructure and electricity, as well
as skilled ICT staff, while many countries around the world lack these critical necessities, most especially least
developed countries (LDCs)."* This is yet another domain in which differential capacity and resources widen the
gap between States, adding to the digital divide and structural disadvantage experienced by LDCs in migration
management. The "asymmetry of power” in Al for migration globally is an ongoing problem, likely to be exacerbated
with every new advance."

However, it is not just inequality between States that will impact migrants. The move toward greater digitalization
of migration management and increased use of Al, including for visa services, border processing and identity
management, will increasingly require potential migrants to be able to engage with authorities via digital channels.
This poses obstacles for many people around the world who do not have access to ICT." Supporting access to
safe, orderly and regular migration requires that digital equality is actively supported.

It is within this context that this World Migration Report focuses on developments in migration over the last
two-year period, with an emphasis on providing analysis that takes into account historical and contemporary
factors — historical in recognition that migration and displacement occur within broader long-term sodial, security,
political and economic contexts.

Such as the worst wildfire season (Canada), the hottest summer on record (plobal), driest September on record (Austrahia).

' United Nations, 2023; WEF, 3022,
Y Birkmann et al, 2022

= Carr, 2023; Doubleday, 2023,

" Vincent, 2023.

¥ McAuliffe, 2023.

' Adhikari and Tesfachew, 2022,

" Beduschi and McAuliffe, 2021

BOTU, 2020; McAuliffe, 2023,
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What has happened in migration?

A great deal has happened in migration in the last two years since the release of the last World Migration Report
in late 2021.

The last two years saw major migration and displacement events that have caused great hardship and trauma,
as well as loss of life. In addition to the conflicts in Ukraine and Gaza, as mentioned above, millions of people
have been displaced due to conflict, such as within and/or from the Syrian Arab Republic, Yemen, the Central
African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Sudan, Ethiopia and Myanmar. There have also been
large-scale displacements triggered by climate- and weather-related disasters in many parts of the world in 2022
and 2023, including in Pakistan, the Philippines, China, India, Bangladesh, Brazil and Colombia." Further, in February
2023, south-east Turkiye and northern Syrian Arab Republic experienced powerful earthquakes, resulting in more
than 50,000 deaths."” By March, an estimated 2.7 million people had been displaced in Turkiye and many had been
left homeless in the Syrian Arab Republic.™

We have also witnessed the intensification of migration as a political tool in democratic systems around the world,
notably in Europe, with some national election outcomes turning on the issues of anti-immigration and increasing
cost of living."” A rise in anti-immigrant sentiment has also been seen in other parts of the world experiencing
worsening economic conditions, such as North and Southern Africa, South-East Asia and the Middle East.™®

MNotwithstanding recent events, long-term data on international migration have taught us that migration is not
uniform across the world, but is shaped by economic, geographic, demographic and other factors, resulting In
distinct migration patterns, such as migration “corridors” being developed over many years (see Chapter 2 of this
report for details). The largest corridors tend to be from developing countries to larger economies, such as those of
the United States of America, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Germany, large corridors can also reflect
protracted conflict and related displacement, such as from the Syrian Arab Republic to Tirkiye (the second-largest
corridor in the world).

" IDMC, 2023

1OM, 2023,

" Ihid

" Gaosling, 2023

T Adlison, 2023; Fakim, 2022; Jalli, 2023; Moderan, 2023,
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Key migration data
at a glance
(latest available)

281 million

international migrants globally in 2020,
or 3.6 per cent of the world's population

international female migrants globally in 2020,

Ao 135 million or 3.5 per cent of the world's female population

Mal T international male migrants globally in 2020,
Hhinst 146 million or 3.7 per cent of the world's male population

Children® 28 million international child migrants globally in 2020,

or 1.4 per cent of the world's child population

Labour migrants® 169 million  migrant workers globally in 2019

Missing migrants® Around 8,500  dead and missing globally in 2023
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Low- and middle- :

e eaiss el | USD 647 billion
Displaced
persons®’

Refugees® 35.3 million

Asylum-seekers® 5.4 million

Others in need

of international 5.2 million

protection®

Internally .

displaced persons  71.2 million

(IDPs)’

MNote:  See Chapter 2 for elzboration and discussion
Sources © LN DESA, 2021,

' LD, 2021

* |OM, nd.

' Ratha et al, 2023,

* UNHCR, 2023,

" IDMC, 2023,

o 8 3 1 billion

in international remittances globally
in 2022

in international remittances was received by
low- and middle-income countries in 2022

1 1 7 million

people were living in displacement globally
at the end of 2022 (includes refugees,

asylum-seekers, |DPs and others)

refugees globally in 2022

asylum-seekers globally in 2022

others displaced globally in 2022, mainly
Venezuelans (not including those who were
refugees or asylum-seekers)

IDPs globally in 2022: 62.5 million due to
conflict and violence; B.7 million due to disasters

....................................
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Migration continues to be part of the solution for many economies, societies
and families around the world

Despite the toxicity of some political narratives that rely on hate and division, migration has long served many
milllons of people around the worid well — whether in origin, in transit or in destination countries — providing
opportunities and enriching their lives. However, barely a day goes by without multiple media reports — whether in
traditional or newer forms of media — focusing on negative aspects of migration. While this may reflect the changing
nature of migration in some parts of the world, it is important to recognize that media reporting continues to place
greater emphasis on "bad” news.” In addition, disinformation tactics are increasingly being used by nefarious actors
with negative impacts on public, political and social media discourse on migration.” “Normalizing” the migration
narrative is a critical factor in being able to realize the benefits of migration.

In the face of negatively skewed discussions, it can be easy to lose sight of the fact that international migration
remains relatively uncommon, with 2 mere 3.6 per cent (or 281 million) of the world being international migrants
(see discussion in Chapter 2 of this report). The vast majority of people do not move across borders to live. We
also know that most international migration s safe, orderly and regular.™

Long-term research and analysis also tells us unequivocally that migration is a driver of human development and can
generate significant benefits for migrants, their families and countries of origin. The wages that migrants earn abroad
can be many multiples of what they could earn doing similar jobs at home. International remittances have grown
from an estimated USD 128 billion in 2000 to USD 831 billion in 2022 and now far outstrip official development
assistance to developing countries and foreign direct investment (see discussion of remittances in Chapter 2 of

this report),

Migration can also provide an important skills boost, which can be critically important for destination countries
experiencing population declines. In addition to enhancing national income and average living standards, immigration
can have a positive effect on the labour market by increasing labour supply in sectors and occupations suffering from
shortages of workers, as well as helping address mismatches in the job market. These positive labour market effects
are not |ust evident In high-skilled sectors, but can also occur in lower-skilled occupations. Immigration Iincreases
both the supply of and the demand for labour, which means that labour immigration (including of lower-skilled
workers) can generate additional employment opportunities for existing workers,

Research also shows that migrants provide a source of dynamism globally and are overrepresented in innovation
and patents, arts and sciences awards, start-ups and successful companies. The immigration of young workers can
also help with easing pressures on the pension systems of high-income countries with rapidly ageing populations.
Immigration can also have adverse labour market effects (e.g. on wages and employment of nationals), but most of
the research literature finds that these negative impacts tend to be quite small, at least on average.”

' Allen et al, 2017; McAuliffe and Ruhs, 2017.
“ Culloty et al, 2021
7 McAuliffe, 2020; Pope, 2024

“* Goldin et al, 2018; Ruhs, 2013
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Regular migration pathways boost public confidence in migration systems, while also protecting migrants. International
migration and mobility occurring within regional and giobal economic, social, political and security environments
increasingly reflect migration policy settings. Where, how, when and with whom people migrate often depends on
the options available to them, with many of these options being determined or shaped by national-level policies as
well as regional integration. Analysis of 25 years of international migrant stock data clearly shows that the regular
pathways for migrants from developing countries have narrowed considerably, while pathways for those from
developed countries have expanded (see Chapter 4 of this report). For increasing numbers of people around the
world, therefore, irregular migration — including use of the asylum pathway — is the only option available to them.™

Humanitarian crises due to displacement remain the exception, but they are also on the rise. Forted
displacement Is the highest on record in the modern era (see Table 1 below). The situation is further
exacerbated by environmental impacts and climate change, which some scientists are predicting will force
more than 216 milllon people across six continents to be on the move within their countries by 2050

Meanwhile, humanitarian needs are outpacing funding support. As humanitarian needs rise and domestic fiscal
pressures grow, many donor countries are under pressure to reduce their development budgets, placing development
support to least developed countries at risk.”’ Meanwhile, the risk of further conflict has not been higher in decades,
as military spending reached a new record high of USD 2,240 billion in 2022, reflecting an ongoing reduction in
peace globally, as well as rising geopolitical tensions.”® Humanitarian response will remain, for the foreseeable future,
a major undertaking in order to support some of the most vulnerable people in the world, IOM will continue to
be a major humanitarian actor in response to crises, including as a full member of the United Nations' Inter-Agency
Standing Committee on humanitarian action.™

The World Migration Report series

The first World Migration Report was published 24 years ago, initially as a one-off report designed to increase the
understanding of migration by policymakers and the general public. It was conceived at a time when the effects
of globalization were being felt in many parts of the world and in a multitude of ways. Indeed, the first report
states that part of its penesis was due to the effects of globalization on migration patterns, and that the report
therefore “locks at the increasingly global economy which has led to an unprecedented influx of newcomers in
many countries...”™ The report highlighted the fact that, despite being an "age-old phenomenon”, migration was
accelerating as part of broader globalization transformations of economic and trade processes that were enabling
greater movement of labour, as well as goods and capital.

= McAudiffe et al, 2017; McAuliffe and Koser, 2017
£ World Bank, 2021

. Development Initatives, 2023

* |EP, 2023; SIPRI, 2023

* 1ASC, nd

= OM, 2000.
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Table 1 below provides a summary of key statistics reported in the first edition (World Migration Report 2000),
as compared to this current edition. It shows that while some aspects have stayed fairly constant — the overall
proportion of the world's population that are migrants — other aspects have changed dramatically, International
remittances, for example, have grown from an estimated USD 128 billion to USD 831 billion, underscoring the
salience of international migration as a driver of development. Also of note in Table 1 is the rise in international
migrants globally, but more strikingly, the rise in the number of refugees and internally displaced persons, all the
while remaining small proportions of the world's population.

Table 1. Key facts and figures from World Migration Reports 2000 and 2024

2000 report 2024 report
Estimated number of international migrants 150 million 281 million
Estimated proportion of world population who are migrants 2.8% 3.6%
Estimated proportion of female international migrants 47.5% 48.0%
Estimated proportion of international migrants who are children 16.0% 10.1%
Region with the highest proportion of international migrants Oceania Oceania
Country with the highest proportion of international migrants U;I:::_laf;b ug:fa:b
Number of migrant workers - 169 million
Global international remittances (USD) 128 billion 831 billion
MNumber of refugees 14 million 354 million
Number of internally displaced persons 21 million 714 million

Sources: See 10M, 2000 and the present edition of the report for sources

Notes; The dates of the data estimates in the table rmay be different to the report publishing date (refer to the reports for more detail
on dates of estimates); refer to Chapter 3 of this report for regional breakdowns,

The World Migration Report 2000's contribution to migration policy as well as migration studies was timely, and its
success heralded the World Migration Report series. Since 2000, 12 world migration reports have been produced by
|IOM, and the report continues to focus on making a relevant, sound and evidence-based contribution that increases
the understanding of migration by policymakers, practitioners, researchers and the general public. To support this
objective, the series was refined in 2016, moving away from a single theme for each edition to being a global
reference report for a wider audience. Each edition now has two parts, comprising:

«  Part |: key data and information on migration and migrants;
» Part |I: balanced, evidence-based analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.
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New digital tools developed through expert collaboration

The World Migration Report series now incorporates a range of digital tocls tallored for use in various settings. These
tools have been developed in partnerships with some of the world's leading experts in migration data analysis, data
visualization, education and the science—policy interface.

The World Migration Report interactive data visualizations were developed in recognition of the need to deliver

outputs in a wide range of formats for expanded accessibility and utility. Launched in May 2021, and updated
regularly, the interactive data visualizations allow users to read both the "headline” summaries on long-term trends,

while also interacting with data points to explore specific time periods, corridors or countries. The new interactive
format has become the centrepiece of the World Migration Report online platform, which has gone on to win
multiple international design and data visualization awards.” Additional tools for people working in migration and
learning about migration, such as the education toolkit and the policy toolkit, demonstrate the growing salience of

migration as well as the utility of the report.™ IOM partners with an extensive range of experts in developing and
delivering both the report and the related tools in a wide variety of languages to increase local use

World Migration Report 2024

This edition bullds on the three previous reports (2018, 2020 and 2022 editions) by providing updated migration
statistics at the global and regional levels, as well as descriptive analyses of complex migration issues.

Part | on “key data and information on migration” includes separate chapters on global migration trends and
patterns, and regional dimensions and developments. These two chapters have been produced institutionally by

|IOM, drawing primarily on analyses by IOM experts, practitioners and officials around the world, based on data
from a wide range of relevant organizations. The six chapters in Part Il are authored by applied and academic

researchers working on migration, including 1OM researchers. They cover a range of “complex and emerging
migration issues’, including:

*  Marrowing of mobility options for people from developing countries since 1995 and the need for more
regular migration pathways;

*  Human security in migration;
Gender dimensions of migration;

» Climate change, food insecurity and migration;

* Global governance of migration;

*  Migration and mobility in a post-COVID world.

' Por information on international awards won, please see the World Migration Report webpage.
Y See Mitpsiiworldmigrationreportiom.int/about.

4 See the Partner List on the World Migration Repart website, which includes many academic institutions, as well as leading policy
think tanks and education organizations, As stated in the notes at the front of this report, this edition was not produced with the use
penerative Al toals.
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While the choice of these topics is necessarily selective and subjective, all the chapters in Part |l of this report
are directly relevant to some of the most prominent and important debates about migration in the world today.
Many of these topics lie at the heart of the conundrums that face policymakers as they seek to formulate effective,
proportionate and constructive responses to complex public policy issues related to migration. Accordingly, the
chapters aim to inform current and future policy deliberations and discussions by providing a clear identification of
the key issues, a critical overview of relevant research and analysis, and a discussion of the implications for future
research and policymaking. The chapters are not meant to be prescriptive, in the sense of advocating particular
policy "solutions” — especially as the immediate context is an important determinant of policy settings — but to be
informative and helpful in what can be highly contested debates.

Part |

Chapter 2 provides an overview of the latest available global data and trends on international migrants (stocks)
and international migration (fows). It also provides a discussion of particular migrant groups — namely, migrant
workers, international students, refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced persons — as well as of international
remittances. In addition, the chapter refers to the existing body of IOM programmatic data, particularly on missing
rmigrants, assisted voluntary returns and reintegration, resettlement and displacement tracking. While these data are
generally not global or representative, they can provide insights into changes that have occurred in relevant |OM
programming and operations worldwide.

Following the global overview, Chapter 3 provides a discussion of key regional dimensions of, and developments
in, migration, The discussion focuses on six world regions as identified by the United Nations: Africa, Asia, Europe,
Latin America and the Caribbean, Northern America and Oceania. For each of these regions, the analysis includes:
(a) an overview and brief discussion of key population-related statistics; and (b) succinct descriptions of “key features
and developments” in migration in the region, based on a wide range of data, information and analyses, including
from international organizations, researchers and analysts. To account for the diversity of migration patterns,
trends and issues within each of the six regions, along with descriptive narratives of “key features and recent
developments”, are presented at the subregional level
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Part Il

Chapter 4 — Growing migration inequality: What do the global data actually show?

* This chapter first appeared in the World Migration Report
2022 and has been included in this edition due to the high
demand for presentations of its analysis which underscores
the importance of regular migration pathways.

» The chapter examines the questions of "who migrates
internationally, and where do they go? It analyses diverse
statistical data and draws upon some of the existing body of
research on migration determinants and decision-making. It
shows a growing "mobility inequality”, with most international
migration now occurring between rich countries to the
increasing exclusion of poorer countries.

» Analysis of international migrant stock and human
development index data show that between 1995 and
2020, migration from low- and medium-development
countries increased, but only slightly, reconfirming existing
macroeconomic analyses showing that international migration
from low-income countries has historically been limited.

* However, contrary to previous understandings of international
migration, the analysis indicates that there has been a "polarizing” effect, with migration activity increasingly
being associated with highly developed countries. This raises the key issue of migration aspirations held
by potential migrants from developing countries around the world who may wish to realize opportunities
through International migration, but are unable to do so as regular pathways are unavailable to them.

* Importantly, when geographic areas of free movement are established, States and people utilize them to
great benefit, For example, over the long term, nations in the visa-free Schengen area in Europe experienced
much higher levels of mobility growth than non-Schengen nations. The ECOWAS protocols in West Africa
have also led to increased migration within the area and decreased migration outside of that bloc.
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Chapter 5 — Migration and human security; Unpacking myths and examining new realities and responses

* This chapter examines the interaction between migration,
mobility and human security In contemporary settings at
a time when misinformation and disinfformation about
migration and migrants are both increasing and increasingly
effective. It draws upon conceptualizations of the topic that
have evolved over recent decades.

The most significant link between migration and security
relates to the human security of migrants themselves,
rather than the national security of States. The vulnerability
of migrants throughout the migration cycle is evident at
all stages and in a wide variety of manifestations during
pre-departure, transit, entry, stay and return. However, it
Is important to note that not all international migration is
connected to, or caused by, human insecurity,

« Policies can potentially improve human security for migrants
and communities, addressing international, regional, national
and subnational policy considerations as shown in the
six short case studies presented in this chapter. Nonetheless,
there is no one-size-fits-all policy approach to improving human security, as it depends on specific challenges
and how they manifest. Therefore authorities at multiple levels and non-5tate actors need to actively develop,
implement and measure solutions that facilitate a human security approach to migration and mobility.

Chapter 6§ — Gender and migration: Trends, gaps and urgent action

* This chapter provides an overview of the interactions
between migration and gender across diverse geographies
worldwide. It covers family migration, marriage migration and
displacement, with a particular focus on labour migration,
one of the main — and highly gendered — types of migration,

» The chapter explores how gender influences migration
experiences, including displacement, throughout the
migration cycle from pre-departure to entry and stay in
destination countries and, if applicable, return to the country
of origin. The showcased examples illustrate how gender
may trigger diverse opportunities as well as vulnerabilities
and risks for migrants.

*  Drawing from the analysis of the existing gender dimensions
throughout the migration cycle, four cross-cutting gender
challenges are identified, complemented by promising
practices or Innovative Interventions from different countries,
These are related to stereotypes, access to information, the digital divide and regular migration pathways.

* The chapter highlights the urgency of adopting a gender-responsive approach to migration governance to
empower migrants of all genders and promote gender equality more generally as the "prerequisite for a
better world”,



WIORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2024 13

Chapter 7 — Climate change, food insecurity and human mobility: Interlinkages, evidence and action

This chapter explores the interlinkages between climate
change, food Insecurity and human mobility, highlighting
the complexities of their relationships in multiple scenarios
across the globe. The analysis is nuanced and goes beyond the
simplistic view of human mobility as a natural consequence
of climate change impacts and food insecurity.

Evidence shows that climate change plays an important
part in adding further pressure on existing systems and
communities. However, it cannot be considered the sole
driver of food insecurity or migration, given prevailing power
dynamics, fragilities in governance, structures of globalized
food production and other social factors.

Migration appears as a coping or adaptation strategy to
reduce the adverse effects of climate change. Nonetheless,
in some contexts, it can be maladaptive. The outcomes of
migration as an adaptation tool depend on the circumstances
of the individuals or households engaging in human mobility,
as well as on the involvement and agency of migrants.

The chapter showcases the need for highly contextual interventions that address inequality and power
dynamics, including a gender perspective, leveraging local and indigenous knowledge, and carefully assessing
possible maladaptive consequences for vulnerable populations.

Chapter B — Towards a global governance of migration! From the 2005 Global Commission on International

Migration to the 2022 International Migration Review Forum and beyond

This chapter explores the implications of global migration
governance as a multi-stakeholder regime under the guidance
of the United Mations, building on chapters from the two
previous World Migration Reports. It traces the evolution
of international cooperation on migration from the Global
Commission for International Migration (2005) to the 2022
International Migration Review Forum (IMRF), delving into
the historical dimension and examining the influence of past
recommendations.

The chapter analyses the outcomes of the IMRF, shedding
light on key tensions and contentious issues in policy
discussions surrounding global migration governance. By
providing a comprehensive view of the developments
between 2003 and the adoption of the Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration in 2018, the chapter
explores the impact of systemic crises and geopolitical
changes, emphasizing the role played by the Global Forum
on Migration and Development.
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» The discussion extends to the remaining limitations of the current governance architecture, particularly in
the context of contemporary geopolitical challenges, offering reflections on migration governance at the
regional level. Migration requires a truly whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach. Developments
in global governance will only benefit all persons on the move if the emerging architecture accommodates
this reality.

Chapter 9 — A post-pandemic rebound? Migration and mobility globally after COVID-19

* This chapter examines the transformative effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic on global migration and mobility,
providing an update to the chapter on COVID-19 in the World
Migration Report 2022, It addresses the following questions;
"How have travel and movement restrictions changed since
the last Report! How have migration and mobility patterns
evolved across the same period! And what are the most
important long-term Iimplications of these trends!”

» Human migration and mobility have rebounded significantly
since the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic. However,
after three years, much of the world is still less mobile than
it was in 2019. The harshest restrictions have receded,
but they have left behind a more complex and restrictive
migration policy landscape.

»  COVID-1% has catalysed or accelerated social transtormations,
both temporary and structural, across regions. These
transformations include: changes in consumption patterns
in developed and developing countries; high inflation and
global economic slowdowns, demaographic changes; the ongoing importance of remittances sent by migrant
workers to their families and communities; automation; digital outsourcing; and the changing role of labour
mobility in the global economy.
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MIGRATION AND MIGRANTS:
A GLOBAL OVERVIEW

Introduction

The significant variation and diversity in migration and displacement around the world make capturing global trends
a challenge. We know from the increasing amount of information at our disposal that migration is often a highly
politicized topic, making it increasingly prone to misinformation and disinformation by interest groups with political
or commercial gains in mind." Straightforward, accurate accounts of migration assist in enabling us to question
migration myths and critically engage with mis- and disinformation materials. Against this backdrop, describing
and analysing how migration around the world is changing from a range of different perspectives, including those
entalling economic, social and security dimensions (and associated legal policy frameworks), must start with an
understanding of fundamental metrics. Human migration may well be an age-old activity touching almost every
society around the world, however, it is changing in important ways. Examining the shifts in scale, direction,
demography and frequency can illuminate how migration is evolving, while also pointing to long-term trends that
have been shaped by historical events, as well as more recent developments,

The latest available global estimate is that there were around 281 million international migrants in the world in
2020, which equates to 3.6 per cent of the global population.? A first important point to note is that this estimate
is due to be updated over the next year, which will provide valuable insights into the long-term migration trends
and the extent to which they were disrupted by COVID-19. The second point to note is that this total reflects an
accumulation of migration events over many decades, while also accounting for anly a small minority of the world's
population, meaning that staying within one's country of birth overwhelmingly remains the norm. The great majority
of people do not migrate across borders; much larger numbers migrate within countries.’

The overwhelming majority of people migrate internationally for reasons related to work, family and study, involving
migration processes that largely occur without fundamentally challenging either migrants or the countries they enter.
This migration is mostly safe, orderly and regular. In contrast, other people leave their homes and countries for a
range of compelling and sometimes tragic reasons, such as conflict, persecution and disaster. While those who have
been displaced, such as refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), comprise a relatively small proportion of
people who have moved overall, they are often the most vulnerable and require assistance and support

McAuliffe et al, 2019; Culloty et al, 2021

UN DESA, 2021a. The next update to the International Migrant Stock estimates is anticipated to be released by UN DESA In the fourth
guarter of 2024,

While there are currently no up-to-date estimates of internal migrants, Uinited Nations estimates from nearly two decades ago (LINDP.

2009 indicate a much higher number of mternal migrants than international migrants, a gap that has increased since then due to ongoing
urbanization.
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Migration and Migrants: A Global Overview

This chapter, with its focus on key global migration data and trends, seeks to assist migration policymakers,
practitioners and researchers in making better sense of the bigger picture of migration, by providing an overview
of global migration and migrants. The chapter draws upon current statistical sources compiled by the United
Mations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UMESCO), the
International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQ), the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the University of Oxford." The chapter provides
an overview of global data and trends on international migrants (stocks) and international migration (flows). It also
provides a discussion of particular migrant groups — namely, migrant workers, international students, refugees,
asylum-seekers, IDPs and missing migrants — as well as of international remittances.

The chapter also refers to the body of programmatic IOM data, particularly on assisted voluntary returns and
reintegration, resettlement and displacement tracking. While these data are generally not global or representative,
they can provide insights into changes that have occurred in relevant programming and operations globally. As
the United Nations migration agency, with activities relevant to all the themes discussed in this chapter, IOM data
have the capacity to provide further insights on migration and its various dynamics, including the diverse needs of
migrants.

Defining migration, migrant and other key terms

Outside of general definitions of migration and migrant, such as those found in dictionaries, there exist
various specific definitions of key migration-related terms, including in legal, administrative, research
and statistical spheres® While there is no universally agreed definition of migration or migrant, several
definitions are widely accepted and have been developed in different settings, such as those set out in
UN DESA's 1998 Recormmendations on Statistics of International Migration (i.e. a person living for more
than 12 months outside their country of birth)."

Work by the United Nations Statistical Division and the United Nations Expert Group on Migration
Statistics continues on the process under way in updating the 1998 Recommendations.® The set of core
and additional indicators on international migration and temporary mobility (see text box below) was
endorsed by the United Mations Statistical Commission at its 54th session in March 2023, paving the way
for revised recommendations on international migrants and maobility that are better able to account for
different aspects of mobility, including migration.* The new Recommendations are scheduled to be finalized
by the Statistical Division and Expert Group for endorsement by the Commission in 2025,

To keap within the scope of this report, statistics utthzed in this chapter were current as at 30 june 2023, unless otherwise stated.
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Technical definitions, concepts and categories of migrants and migration are necessarily informed by
geographic, legal, political, methodological, developmental, temporal and other factors. For example, there
are numerous ways in which migration events can be defined, including in relation to place of birth,
citizenship, place of residence and duration of stay= This is important when it comes to quantifying and
analysing the effects of migration and migrants, however defined. We encourage readers to refer to primary
sources cited in the chapter far information on specific definitions and categorizations underlying the data.
Readers may also find the IOM Glessary on Migration (2019) to be a useful reference. The Glossary is
available at the IOM Publications Platform.

' See, for ampie, Poulain 2nd Perrin, 2001; VWorkd Banle 20232
* LN DESA, 1998

¢ United Mations Statistics Division, 2021

* United Nations Statistical Commission, 20213,

* See, for example, de Beer et al, 2010

International migrants: numbers and trends

UN DESA produces estimates of the number of international migrants globally. The following discussion draws
on its estimates, which are based on data provided by States” The current United Nations Recommendations
on Statistics of International Migration defines an “international migrant” as any person who has changed his
or her country of usual residence, distinguishing between "short-term migrants” (those who have changed their
countries of usual residence for at least three months, but less than one year} and "long-term migrants” (those
who have done so for at least one year). However, not all countries use this definition in practice.® Some countries
use different criteria to identify international migrants, for example by applying different minimum durations of
residence. Differences in concepts and definitions, as well as data collection methodologies between countries,
hinder full comparability of national statistics on International migrants,

While the estimated number of international migrants has increased over the past 50 years, it is important to note
that the vast majority of people live in the country in which they were born. In the latest international migrant
estimates (dated as at mid-2020), almost 281 million pecple lived in a country other than their country of birth,
or about 128 million more than 30 years earlier, in 1990 (153 million), and over three times the estimated number
in 1970 (84 million). The proportion of international migrants as a share of the total global population has also
increased, but only incrementally (see Table 1).

Drata are alse provided to LN DESA by territories 2nd administrative units. For a summary of UIN DESA stock data sources, methodology
and caveats, see UN DESA, 2021b

' UN DESA, 1998
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International Migrant Population Estimates — When is the next migrant stock data set due
to be released?

The United Mations International Migrant Stock estimates are compiled, curated and released intermittently
by the Population Division in DESA at United Nations Headquarters (New York). The latest estimates were
released In January 2021, based on mid-2020 data — reasonably early in the COVID-19 pandemic and at the
height of international travel restrictions. UN DESA anticipates that the next estimates will be released In
the fourth quarter of 2024. More information about the Population Division's International Migrant Stock
estimates are available at www.un.org/development/desa/pd/.

Table 1. International migrants since 1970

Year Number of international migrants Migrants as a % of the world’s population
1970 B4 460 125 23
1975 90 368 010 22
1980 101 983 149 2.3
1985 113 206 691 23
1990 152 986 157 1.9
1995 161 289 976 28
2000 173 230 585 28
2005 191 446 828 29
2010 220 983 187 32
2015 247 958 644 34
2020 280 598 105 36

Source: UM DESA, 2008 and 2021a.

Motez:  The number of entities (such as States, territories and administrative regions) for which data were made available
in the UN DESA International Migrant Stock 2020 was 232 In 1970, the number of entities was 135.

The available international migrant data include estimates of origin and destination links between two countries,
allowing for the estimation of bilateral migration corridors globally. The size of a migration corridor from country
A to country B is measured as the number of people born in country A who were residing in country B at the
time of the estimate. Migration corridors represent an accumulation of migratory movements over time and provide
a snapshot of how migration patterns have evolved into significant foreign-born populations in specific destination
countries.



WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2024 13

As can be seen in Figure 1, the Mexico to United States corridor is the largest in the world at nearly 11 million
people. The second largest is from the Syrian Arab Republic to Tlrkiye, comprising mainly refugees displaced by
the Syrian Arab Republic's civil war. The corridor between the Russian Federation and Ukraine takes up spots
three and five among the largest corridors in the world, which is due to a range of underpinning reasons over
time (including, for example, displacement from Ukraine following Russian Federation invasions in 2014 and 2022).
Discussion of refugees is included below in this chapter.

Figure 1. Top international country-to-country migration corridors, 2024

Mexico — United States of America
Syrian Arzb Republic — Tirkkye
Ukraine = Russtan Federation

Iricdia — Linited Arab Emnirstes

Russian Federation — Ukralne

India — Urited States of America
Afghanistan - lran (lslamic Republic of)
Kazakhstan—Russian Federation

Indiz - Saudi Arabia

Bangladesh - India

Russian Federation — Kazakhstan
China— United States of America
Poland - Germany

Philippines — United States of Americ
Myanmar— Thailand

Turkiye ~ Germarny

Venezuels (Bolvarian Repubbc of ) ~ Caolombéa
Inclanesia — Saud! Araba

Algera - France

Adghanistan ~ Pakistan
Uicraine - Poland

Migrants imilliors)
Soumme: UM DESA, 202173 UNHCR, 20232

Notes:  The corridors represent the number of international migrants {milbons) born in the first-mentioned
country and residing in the second. Cormidors represent an accumulation of migratory movemenis
aver time and provide a snapshot of how migration patterns have evolved into significant foreign-born
populations in specific destination countries.

Those corridors cormprising malnly displaced persons are coloured orange Revisiors have been
made based on lrge-scale displacement from Ukraine to neighbouring countries {as at end October
1023).
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Why do some definitions of “international migrant” differ?

As highlighted in the text box above, there are various definitions of “international migrant” that can stem
from legal, policy, demographic and other contexts. Vhile the United Nations Statistical Commission
prescribes a specific definition based on foreign-born, some analysts deploy other definitions for analytical
purposes. The 2023 World Development Report (WDR), for example, chose to use a much more
limited definition than that of the United Nations Statistical Commission by excluding from the UN DESA
International Migrant Stock data migrants who had become citizens of the country to which they had
migrated. Instead of 281 million international migrants, the WDR approach analyses a subset of 184 million
migrants. This narrower approach provides a different perspective of migrants that encompasses all policy
categories (including refugees) while overlaying a citizenship policy boundary even though acceptance by
States of dual ctizenship has increased significantly in recent years, This raises several implications, such as:

*  What does it mean for those migrants and societies that have no possibility for accessing citizenship,
even after years or decades of residence, compared with those that have policy approaches enabling
citizenship acquisition!

*  Does this definition intend to negate the Iimportant contributions of migrants who have become
citizens of other countries (including dual citizens), such as the huge growth in international remittances
sent by such migrants that has increasingly fuelled human development globally?

*  Are conceptual barriers to civic participation reinforced and validated through a narrow "citizen™-based
definition, even though non-citizen residents are increasingly able to participate in civic engagement in
democratic systems particularly in municipal elections (but also in some national elections)?

There is currently a larger number of male than female international migrants worldwide and the growing gender
gap has increased over the past 20 years. In 2000, the male to female split was 50.6 to 49.4 per cent (or 88 million
male migrants and B& million female migrants). In 2020 the split was 51.9 to 48.1 per cent, with 146 million male
migrants and 135 million female migrants. The share of female migrants has been decreasing since 2000, while the
share of male migrants has increased by 1.3 percentage points. See Figure 2 for further breakdowns by sex.

Figure 2, International migrants, by sex
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Examining international migrants by sex in the top 20 destination and origin countries (Figure 3) shows some clear
patterns. There are more female than male international migrants in destination countries in Europe and Northern
America, such as the United States of America, Canada, France, Spain and Italy, but also in India. In contrast, for
most Asian countries in the top 20 — particularly the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait — the number of male international migrants is much higher than female,
which is related to the structure of economies (e.g. construction and security sector prevalence) as well as social

and human security factors.”

Figure 3. International migrants, by sex, top 20 destination countries (left)
and origin countries (right) (millions)”
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Proportionally, the distribution of female and male international migrants is about equal in mest top 20 destination
countries (Figure 4), except in several GCC countries and Malaysia, where the share of males is much higher, as
well as in Ukraine, where there is a significantly higher number of female immigrants. This pattern is broadly similar
in top 20 origin countries, with only slight differences between females and males, except in a handful of origin
countries such as India, the Syrian Arab Republic, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Myanmar and Egypt, where the share of
male migrants as a percentage of total emigrants from these countries is significant and considerably higher than
that of female international migrants.

Figure 4. International migrants, by sex, top 20 destination countries (left)
and origin countries (right) — proportion’
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Motes:  “Proportion refers to the share of female or male migrants in the total number of immigrants in destination countries (left)

or in the total number of emigrants from origin countries. (right)

* This includes territories
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While the international migrant worker data set managed by the ILO has not been updated for several years, it
nevertheless provides some additional insights into the growing gender gap in the international migrant population.®
As can be seen in Figure 5, 102.4 million or almost 61 per cent of all international migrant workers resided in three
subregions: Northern America; the Arab States; and Northern, Southern and Western Europe.’ Notably, there is
a striking gender imbalance of migrant workers in two regions: Southern Asia (5.7 million males compared with
1.4 million females) and the Arab States (19.9 million males compared with 4.2 million females). The Arab States
region is one of the top destinations for International migrant workers, where they comprise 41.4 per cent of the
entire working population, often dominating in key sectors.

Figure 5. Geographic distribution of migrant workers by sex (millions)
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Note  The figure reflects ILO gecgraphic regions and subregions, and does not imply official endarsement or
acceptance by IOM. Please see annex A of ILO, 2021 for more information on regional breakdowns
Please note that the rest of this chapter refers to the UN DESA peographical regions.

" The current revision (at the tme of writng) = based on 2019 data, released by the LD in 2021 fsee [LO), 2021).

]

The ILO category of “Arab States” includes the following countries and territories: Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar,
Saud) Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United Arab Emirates, Yemen and the Occupled Palestinian Territory (ibid).
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International migration and long-term population trends

In some parts of the world, international migration has become a major component of population change,
For high-income countries between 2000 and 2020, the contribution of international migration to population
growth (net inflow of 80.5 million) exceeded the balance of births over deaths (66.2 million). Over the
next few decades, migration will be the sole driver of population growth in high-income countries. By
contrast, for the foreseeable future, population Increase in low-income and lower-middle-income countries
will continue to be driven by an excess of births over deaths.

Between 2010 and 2021, 40 countries or areas experienced a net inflow of more than 200,000 migrants
each; in 17 of them, the net inflow over this period exceeded 1 million people. For several of the top
receiving countries, including Jordan, Lebanon and Tirkiye, high levels of immigration in this period were
driven mostly by refugee movements, in particular from the Syrian Arab Republic

For 10 countries, the estimated net outflow of migrants exceeded 1 million over the period from 2010
through 2021, In many of these countries, the outflows were due to temporary labour movements, such
as for Pakistan (net flow of —16.5 million), India (3.5 million), Bangladesh (2.9 million), Nepal (=1.6 million)
and Sri Lanka (1.0 million). In other countries, including the Syrian Arab Republic (-4.6 million), the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (-4.8 million) and Myanmar (=1.0 million), insecurity and conflict drove
the outflow of migrants over this period.

Sourcé: Abridged extract of the United MNatlons Warld Population Praspects 2022 (UN DESA, 20223,

International migration flows

While data on migrant stocks are widely avallable, data on global migration movements (flows) are much more
limited. Available UN DESA estimates on global migrant stocks are extensive and global in scope; however, the
database of migration flows only encompasses 45 countries." Capturing data on migration flows is extremely
challenging for several reasons. First, while international migration flows are generally accepted as covering inflows
and outflows into and from countries, there has been a greater focus on recording inflows. For example, while
countries such as Australia and the United States record cross-border movements, many others only count
entries and not departures.' Additionally, migration flow data in some countries are derived from administrative
events related to immigration status (for example, Issuance/renewal/withdrawal of a residence permit), which are
then used as proxies for migration flows. Furthermore, migratory movements are often hard to separate from
non-migratory travel, such as tourism or business.” Tracking migratory movements also requires considerable
resources, infrastructure and |CT/knowledge systems. This poses particular challenges for developing countries,
where the ability to collect, administer, analyse and report data on mobility, migration and other areas is often
limited. Finally, many countries’ physical geographies pose tremendous challenges for collecting data on migration

“ UN DESA, 2015.
" Kaser, 2010: McAuliffe and Kaser, 2017
< Skeldon, 2018,
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flows. Entry and border management, for example, is particularly challenging in some regions because of archipelagic
and isolated borders, and is further complicated by traditions of informal migration for work."

Conflating “migration” and “migrant”

In a general sense, migration is the process of moving from one place to ancther. To migrate is to move,
whether from a rural area to a city, from one district or province in a given country to ancther in that
same country, or from one country to a new country. It involves action.

In contrast, a migrant is a person described as such for one or more reasons, depending on the context
(see the text box on "Defining migration, migrant and other key terms” abowve). While in many cases
“migrants’ do undertake some form of migration, this is not always the case.

In some situations, people who have never undertaken migration may be referred to as migrants — children
of people born overseas, for example, are commonly called second- or third-generation migrants.* This may
even extend to situations involving statelessness, whereby whole groups of people are not able to access
citizenship, despite being born and raised in a country. Such people may even be referred to as irregular
migrants by authorities.”

¢ See, for mample, Neto, 1995; Fertig and Schmide, 2001
" Kyaw, 2017.

There are currently two main data sets on international migration flows, both of which are derived from national
statistics: UN DESA's International Migration Flows data set and OECD's International Migration Database. Since
2005, UN DESA has compiled data on the flows of international migrants to and from selected countries, based on
nationally available statistics, At the time of writing (October 2023), there had been no update to the UN DESA
flows data set, with the most current being the 2015 version. The 2015 migration flows data set comprises data
from 45 countries, up from 29 countries in 2008 and 15 countries in 2005."

The QECD has been collecting international migration flow data since 2000, allowing for trend analysis to be
conducted over a subset of major destination countries, depicted in Figure 6 (although data are not standardized,
as explained in the note under the figure). The latest available data indicate that in 2020, there was a sharp decline
in permanent migration inflows from the year before, a reflection of the border closures and movement restrictions
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. There were more than 8 million inflows in 2019. This dropped to around
5 million In 2020, but has since risen to reach 5.9 million in 2021, comprising both labour and humanitarian
migrants; some recent estimates from the OECD indicate that 2022 saw a further increase in inflows over 2021,
connected mainly to humanitarian displacement.™

' Gallagher and McAuliffe, 2016
* For UM DESA migration flow data, as well as for the specific countries included, please see LN DESA, 2015
* Dumont, 2023; OECD, 2023
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Figure 6. Inflows of foreign nationals into OECD countries, permanent migration,
2001-2021 (millions)
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in QECD's International Migration Outlook series. The 35 countries typlcally induded in OECD statistics are the following
Bystralia, Austria, E'i-’l’lﬁll.l_-'.l Canada, Chile. Crechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Gresce, J*hirlg.ﬂr:{, lembang
Irefand, |srael, italy, japan; Labva, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Kingdom of the MNetherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tirklye, the United Kingdom and the United
States of America. In some years, data for particular countries are not available; dats were made available for 31 countries in
2000. MNotably, data for GGreece have not been reported between 2000 and 2004, and data for Turkiye were reported only for

2010, 2016, 2N7T and 2018. Please refer to the OECD's Intermational Migration QOutook series for explanatory notes

Collaboration with the private sector on new data to understand migration flows better

Over the past several years, the private sector has begun offering novel data sources useful in several areas
of migration-related statistics. For example, the Data for Good at Meta programme, which builds privacy
preserving datasets to advance social issues, began modelling displacement from weather-based events
through a partnership with the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) starting in 2018. These
tools were used by I[DMC and others to triangulate officlal sources on displacement in the aftermath of
major events such as Typhoon Hagibis, the strongest typhoon to strike mainfand fapan in decades.

Mare recently, researchers at Harvard, the European Commission's Joint Research Centre, and Meta
published an IOM Migration Research Series paper on new aggregated social media data to anticipate
conflict-induced migration flows in the context of the war in Ukraine. They found that the publicly available
Facebook Social Connectedness Index Is a strong predictor of diaspora populations within 27 European
Union Member States, which is itself predictive of displacement trajectories of those uprooted by conflict.
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Facebook’s Social Connectedness Index (Ukraine to EU27 NUTS-3)
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Sourcer Minara et al, 2023

Additional research is currently underway from Meta and their collaborators on predicting international
migration flows building upon items showcased at the 3rd International Forum on Migration Statistics. IOM
and other collaborators have helped guide the development of a global dataset estimating international
migration flows, forthcoming in 2024, with analysis of country-to-country trends spanning the COVID-12
pandemic years. This new international dataset is poised to provide a critical input into understanding
international migration flows, most profoundly in developing countries where existing flow data is often
unavailable, Partnerships like those with Meta have the potential to significantly improve the way migration
statistics are calculated in the years to come,

3
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Unsafe migration flows

Some migration routes pose many more challenges than others, for migrants as well as for authorities. Migrants'

journeys can sometimes be characterized by unsafe and even deadly outcomes, often related to a range of social,
political, economic, environmental and policy factors that can profoundly impact the way in which people undertake

migration.’ In the wake of the tragic events of October 2013, in which more than 360 people died in the sinking of
two boats near the ltalian island of Lampedusa, |OM began collecting and compiling information on migrants who
perish or go missing on migratory routes worldwide, as part of its Missing Migrants Project’” Data sources include
official records of coastguards and medical examiners, media stories, reports from non-governmental organizations
and United MNations agencies, and interviews with migrants.’

The number of deaths recorded in 2023 (over 8,500) was the highest since 2016 and a significant increase over the
previous three years, especially 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic and related mobllity restrictions resulted in a
lower overall number of deaths (Figure 7). Between 2014 and end of 2023, IOM's Missing Migrants Project recorded
over 63,000 deaths and disappearances on migration routes. Year-to-year, 2013 saw an increase in deaths across
the Mediterranean, Africa and Asia, with an unprecedented number of lives lost across the latter two regions.”

Figure 7. Migrant deaths by region, 2014-2023
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Mote:  Data incdude recorded deaths as well as those reported as missing. See the Missing Migrants Project
webpage for details of methodology and peographic regions.

" McAuliffe et al, 2017

See https:/missingmigrantsiomunt/,
" OM, 2020a
*OIOM, nd., 20233 and 2024,
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The Missing Migrants Project faces notable challenges in its data collection. For instance, most recorded deaths are
of people travelling via clandestine routes, which are often at sea or in remote areas to evade detection, meaning
remains are often not found. Few official sources collect and make data on migrant deaths publicly available. Relying
on testimonies of fellow migrants and media sources can be problematic due to Inaccuracies and incomplete
coverage. Nevertheless, the project sheds light on a previously under-researched and neglected topic, highlighting
the need to address this tragic ongoing issue, including in the context of the implementation of the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration,

COVID-19 impacts on mobility

COVID-19 has been the most severe pandemic in a century, with its combination of high transmission, virus strains
and the severity of the disease forcing policymakers into previously uncharted territory. While the main focus was
on responding to the global health crisis (e.g. virus testing, disease treatment, and vaccination development and
programming), part of the response has involved drastic changes to freedom of movement of people all around
the world, which in turn has massively impacted human mobility globally. COVID-19-related immobility became
the "great disrupter” of migration.™

Governments around the world implemented various measures to limit the spread of the virus and a range of
restrictions was introduced from early 2020, evolving over time. New data sets emerged to track policy responses
globally, such as the University of Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker,” which has recorded a wide
range of government responses globally, such as "stay-at-home” measures, workplace closures, school closures,
restrictions on gatherings, restrictions on internal movements within a country, and international travel control
measures. In addition, |OM began tracking travel restrictions globally early in the pandemic, drawing upon a range
of data and reporting results via its COVID-1% Mobility Impacts dashboard.™

Overall, COVID-19 travel restriction measures — both internal and international — were quickly put in place
by the vast majority of countries around the world, with the peak occurring in late March to early April 2020
(see Figure B). While international travel restrictions were more likely to have been enacted early in the pandemic,
there was a greater variety of control measures during the Initial weeks (including screening early on), probably

due to governments needing to assess the severity of the crisis during a period of extraordinary uncertainty.
As the severity of COVID-19 became clear, the number of both international and internal travel restrictions rose

drastically.

® McAuliffe, 2020
' Hale et al, 2023
= See https//migration lom.int/,
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Figure 8. Government responses to minimize COVID-19 transmission, by number of countries
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Motes  As at 1 |avary 2023, The term “international travel controls” is used by Oxford and includes screening
arrivals, quarantining arrivals, banning armivals or total border closure. It is also important to note tat
categories are COVID-19-refated only and do not reflect other travel restrictions that may have already
been in place, such as those refated to visa restrictions, entry bans based on specific citizens, and departure/
oxit restrictions

The impact of the COVID-19-related travel restrictions becomes very clear when air passenger data are examined.
We can see from long-term air passenger figures that COVID-19 travel restrictions had a major impact on both
international and domestic air travel in 2020. Total air passengers carried dropped by 60 per cent from around
4.5 billion in 2019 to 1.8 billion in 2020 (Figure 9). Air passenger numbers began to inch up in 2021 as countries
relaxed mobility restrictions, and by end of 2022, total passenger figures had risen to more than 3.5 billion.
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Figure 9. Air passengers carried globally, 1945-2022
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See additional data, research and analysis in the thematic Chapter 9 In this report, which provides an update on
COVID-19 impacts on migration and mobility globally.

International remittances

Remittances are financial or in-kind transfers made by migrants directly to families or communities in their countries
of origin. The World Bank compiles global data on International remittances, notwithstanding the myriad data gaps,
definitional differences and methodological challenges in compiling accurate statistics.”

Its data, however, do not capture unrecorded flows through formal or informal channels, and the actual magnitudes
of global remittances are therefore likely to be larger than avallable estimates.* This issue came to the fore during

the pandemic, following a much more positive outcome in 2020 for international remittance flows, contrary to
initial dire projections; this was due in part to a shift from informal channels to formal channels in response to

COVID-19 immobility restrictions, among other reasons.” Despite these issues, available data reflect a long-term
increasing trend in international remittances in recent years, rising from around USD 128 billion in 2000 to

USD 831 billion in 2022.%

' The content of much of this subsection, unless otherwise noted, |s based on and drawn from the World Bank's data In relation to
migrations and remittances (World Bank, nda). In particular, the World Bank's annual remittances data sets (ibid), Migration and
Development Brief 38 (Ratha et al, J023), and its 13 June press release (World Bank, 2023b) are key sources of information. Please
refer to these sources, as well as the YWorld Bank's Factbooks on Migrotion ond Development, indluding its latest, published in 2016, for
explanatory notes, deeper analysis, caveats, limitations and methodologies associated with the numbers and trends prasented

“ World Bank, 2018

# |MF, 2020; IOM, 20208, 2020, 2020d and 2021

Mote that following 9/11 in 2001, some remittances were forced to shift from infarmal channels, such as via howala systems, to formal
channels. S5ee discussion in El Qorchl et al, 2003.
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International remittances have recovered from the dip in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Migrants sent an
estimated 5D 831 billion in international remittances globally in 2022, an increase from USD 791 billion in 2021
and significantly more than USD 717 billion in 2020 As in previous years, low- and middle-income countries
continued to receive vast sums of remittance inflows, which increased by B per cent between 2021 and 2022 from
USD 599 billion to USD 647 billion. Since the mid-1990s, international remittances have greatly surpassed official
development assistance levels defined as government aid designed to promote the economic development and
welfare of developing countries; they have also recently overtaken foreign direct investment (see Figure 10 below).™

Figure 10. International remittance flows to low- and middle-income countries (2000-2022)
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Note: Al numbers are in current (nominal) USD billion

In 2022, India, Mexico, China, the Philippines and France were (in descending order) the top five remittance
recipient countries, although India was well above the rest, receiving more than USD 111 billion, the first country

to reach and even surpass the USD 100 billion mark. Mexico was the second-largest remittance recipient in 2022,
a position it also held in 2021 after overtaking China, which historically had been the second-biggest recipient after
India. G7 countries France and Germany remained in the top 10 of receiving countries globally in 2022, just as
they have done for more than a decade (see Table 2). It should be noted, however, that the majority of inflows
are not household transfers, but relate to salaries of cross-border workers who work in Switzerland while residing
in France or Germany.”

High-income countries are almost always the main source of international remittances. For decades, the United
States of America has consistently been the top remittance-sending country in the world, with a total outflow

of USD 79.15 billion in 2022, followed by Saudi Arabia (USD 39.35 billion), Switzerland (USD 31.91 billion) and
Germany (USD 25.60 billion). The United Arab Emirates is also usually amang the top 10 sending countries globally,

but its data are not included/reported in the June 2022 World Bank data release. In addition to its role as a top

T Ratha etal, 2023.

“* See, for example, OECD (n.d.b), which alsa contains data on official development assistance. Thare &5 a growing body of work exploring
the developmental, economic and social Impacts of this trend,

* Eurostat, 2020
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recipient, China (classified as an upper-middie-income country by the World Bank) has also been a significant source
of international remittances, with USD 18.26 billion reported in 2022, althiough this is a drop from USD 23 billion

in 2021.
Table 2. Top 10 countries receiving/sending international remittances (2010-2022)
(current USD billion)
Top countries receiving remittances
2010 2015 2020 2022
India 5348 | India 68.91 | India 83.15 | India 11122
China 5246 | China 6394 | China 5951 | Mexico 61.10
Mexico 22,08 | Philippines (the) 2980 | Mexico 42.88 | China 51.00
Philippines (the) 2156 | Mexico 26.23 | Phillppines (the) 34.88 | Philippines (the) 38405
France 19.90 | France 2407 | Egypt 29.60 | France 30.04
Migeria 19.75 | Nigeria 20,63 | France 28.82 | Pakistan 2987
Germany 12.79 | Pakistan 19.31 | Pakistan 26.09 | Egypt 2833
Egypt 1245 | Egypt 18.33 | Bangladesh 21.75 | Bangladesh 2150
Belgium 10.99 | Germany 15.57 | Germany 19.32 | Nigeria 2013
Bangladesh 10.85 | Bangladesh 1530 | Nigeria 17.21 | Germany 19.29
Top countries sending remittances
2010 2015 2020 2022
United States 50.53 | United States 60.72 | United States 66.54 | United States 79.15
Saudi Arabia 3707 | e Arsb 4tz | e Ared 4335 | Saudi Arabia 39.35
Emirates Emirates
s 2145 | Saudi Arabia 3879 | Saudi Arabia 3460 | Switzerland 3191
Federation
Switzerland 18.51 | Switzerland 26,03 | Switzerland 29,64 | Germany 25.60
Russian .
Germany 14.68 Fadiratian 19.69 | Germany 22.45 | China 18.26
Italy 12.88 | Germany 18.25 | Chira 18.30 | Kuwait 17.74
France 12.03 | Kuwait 15.20 | Kuwait 17.36 | Luxembourg 1551
Russian Kingdom of the
Kuwait 11.86 | France 1279 Federation 16.87 Netherlands (the) 1541
Luxembourg 10,66 | Qatar 12.19 | France 14.78 | France 14.44
United Arab Kingdom of the
S 1057 | Luxembourg 11.23 Netherlands (the) 14.31 | Qatar 1229

Source: Warld Bank, ndb.

MNotes

have not been updated.

All numbers are in current (nominal) LSD billion, The United Arab Emirates is not Included for 2022 as the remittances data
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In terms of dependency on international remittances, there is no consensus on how “overreliance” on international
remittances can be defined, but dependency on remittances Is mostly measured as the ratio of remittances to gross
domestic product (GDP). The top five remittance-receiving countries by share of GDP in 2022 were Tajikistan
(51%) followed by Tonga (44%), Lebanon (36%), Samoa (34%) and Kyrgyztan (31%) (see Figure 11). Heavy reliance

on remittances can cultivate a culture of dependency in the receiving country, potentially lowering labour force
participation and slowing economic growth.”” Too much dependence on remittances also makes an economy more
vulnerable to sudden changes in remittance receipts or exchange rate fluctuations.”

Figure 11. Top 10 recipient countries of international remittances by share of GDP, 2022
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Sustainable Development Geal (SDG) 10.C commits countries to reducing the transaction costs of migrant
remittances to less than 3 per cent. The 3 per cent transaction cost is intended as the global average of sending
USD 200. While the cost of sending remittances has gradually declined over the last few years across several
regions (see Figure 12), it still remains high and far above the SDG 10 target. In 2022, average costs were lowest
in South Asia (4.6%), followed by East Asia and Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean (both around 5.8%).

Sub-5aharan Africa has consistently had the highest average cost of sending remittances and in 2022 the cost was
at more than 8 per cent, more than double the SDG target.

Figure 12. Average cost of sending USD 200 by region of the world, 2015-2022 (%)
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Source: . World Bank, n.da (accessed 2 July 2013).

Nete:  The figure reflacts World Bank geographic regions. The analysis excludes the Russian Federation
and the former Soviet Republics, since they operate based on the integrated payment systems of
the former USSR, Remittance service providers in these countries are not comparable to those
in other countries, which incur high costs when having to bridge the nabonal payment systems
in two countries

United MNations, nd.
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International students

The number of internationally mobile students globally has significantly increased over the last two decades, as
highlighted by data collected by UNESCO.* In 2001, this number was at just over 2.2 million. A decade later,
the number of internationally mobile students had grown to more than 3.8 million. This number continued to
increase in the following years, rising to over 6 million in 2021, nearly triple the figure 20 years prior. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic and related mability restrictions, the number of internationally mobile students remained
strong (Figure 13). Between 2020 and 2021 — at the height of the pandemic — the number of internationally mobile
students increased slightly (from 6.38 million to 6.39 million), defying expectations.

Figure 13. International students globally, 2001 to 2021
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Historically, the population of internationally mobile students has been gendered, with male students consistently
outnumbering female students. in 2001, there were around 1 million internationally mobile female students (45% of
the total) and 1.2 million male students (54%). While this gap has narrowed over the last 20 years, the number
of internationally mobile female students remains lower than that of male students (Figure 14). In 2021, around
3 million internationally mobile students were female (47%) and males comprised around 3.4 million (52%).

Figure 14. Internationally mobile students globally by gender, 2001-2021 (millions)
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Countries in Asia are the origins of the largest number of internationally mobile students in the world. In 2021,
more than 1 million internationally mobile students were from China, by far the highest number globally and more
than double the number of students from India, which ranks second (around 508,000). Other significant origin
countries include Viet Nam, Germany and Uzbekistan (around 100,000 each), although their numbers are far fewer
than the top two origin countries. The United States is the largest destination country for internationally mobile
students in the world (more than 833,000), The United States Is followed by the United Kingdom (nearly 601,000),
Australia {around 378,000), Germany (over 376,000) and Canada (nearly 318,000).
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|IOM's Health Assessment Programme

IOM's Migrant Health Assessment Programme provides pre-migration health activities to beneficiaries around
the world. In 2022, over 904,000 migration health assessments were conducted, of which 15 per cent were
among refugees and BS per cent were among immigrants, This represented the highest annual number
of migration health assessments in the programme’s history and demonstrated its remarkable caseload
increase following a reduction due to the COVID-1% pandemic.

IOM’s Migration Health Division delivers and promotes comprehensive, preventive and curative health
programming that is beneficial, accessible and equitable for migrants and mobile populations. Bridging
the needs of both migrants and IOM Member States, the Division, in close collaboration with partners,
contributes towards the physical, mental and social well-being of migrants, enabling them and host
communities to achieve social and economic development.

More about |OM’s Migration Health function can be found at www.iom.int/migration-health.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

By the end of 2022, there was a total of 35.3 million refugees globally, with 29.4 million under UNHCR's mandate,™
and 5.9 million refugees registered by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWWA)
in the Mear East™ The total number of refugees is the highest captured by modern statistical reporting that does
not include historical data.”® The increase in the number of refugees between 2021 and 2022 is the largest yearly
increase recorded, in large part as a result of refugees from Ukraine fleeing the Russian Federation's full-scale
invasion.”’

There were also approximately 5.4 million people seeking international protection and awaiting determination of
their refugee status, referred to as asylum-seskers. In 2022 alone, almost 2.9 million asylum applications were
registered in 162 countries, the highest number of individual asylum applications on record. In 2022, the global
number of first-instance new individual asylum claims lodged was 2.6 million, an increase of 83 per cent over 2021.
The top recipient remained the United States with around 730,400 claims, a threefold increase from the previous
year. Second was Germany, with 217,800 new claims, a notable increase from the previous year.

At the end of 2022, those under 18 years of age constituted around 41 per cent of the overall 35.3 million refugee
population.™ Unaccompanied and separated children lodged an estimated 51,700 individual asylum applications in
2022, a significant increase (89%) from the previous year.

¥ The content in this subsection is based on and drawn from UNHCR, 2023a. Please refer to this document for explanatory notes, deeper
analysis, caveats, imiations and methodologies associzted with the numbers and trends presented. UNHCR's previous Globa! Trends
reports, as well as its Population Statistics database (UNHCTR, n.d) are other key sources of Information,

*  Generally, people under the UNRWA Mandate are living in their country of birth, so are not captured as part of international migrant
stock estimates {unlike people who were bormn In ane country and have been displaced to another)

* Historical data that sre not captured, for example. inclede 1947 Partition displacement data and Second World War displacement data
See, for example, Gatrell (2013) .on historical estimates of displaced persons

" UNHCR, 2023a

# bid.
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MNew, unresolved or renewed conflict dynamics in key countries contributed significantly to current figures and
trends. Of the refugees under UNHCR's mandate at the end of 2022, the top 10 countries of origin — the Synan
Arab Republic, Ukraine, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Sudan,
Somalia, the Central African Republic and Eritrea — accounted for more than 87 per cent of the total refugee
population. Many of these countries, except Ukraine, have been among the top origins of refugees for several years.

The Russian Federation’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine resulted in one of the largest displacement crises since the
Second World War. Around 5.7 million Ukrainians had been forced to flee their country by the end of 2022,
making Ukraine the second-largest origin country of refugees in the world after the Syrian Arab Republic. The
protracted conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic meant that the country continued to be the largest origin of
refugees in the world at the end of 2022 (6.5 million), although this was a decrease from 6.8 million in 2021.
Moreover, the instability and viclence that has made Afghanistan a major source of refugees for aver 30 years has
continued, with the country being the third-largest origin country in the world, with about 5.7 million refugees In
2022; this is an increase from 2.7 million in 2021. Refugees from the Syrian Arab Republic, Ukraine, Afghanistan,
South Sudan, Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of the Congo comprised over half of the world’s refugee
population. Figure 15 shows the trends in refugee numbers for the top five countries of origin from 2005 to 2022
The impact of the Russian Federation's invasion of Ukraine is dearly illustrated; in 2021, for example, Ukraine was
the origin of just over 27,000 refugees.

Figure 15. Number of refugees by top five countries of origin, 2005-2022 (millions)
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Consistent with the previous years, more than half of all refugees resided in 10 countries. In 2022, for the seventh
consecutive year, Turkiye was the largest host country in the world, with nearly 3.6 million refugees, mainly Syrians
(see Figure 16). Pakistan and the lslamic Republic of Iran were also among the top 10 refugee-hosting countries,
as the two principal hosts of refugees from Afghanistan, the second-largest origin country. Uganda, the Russian
Federation, Germany, the Sudan, Poland, Bangladesh and Ethiopia comprised the rest. The vast majority (70%) of
refugees and other people in need of international protection were hosted in countries neighbouring their countries
of arigin. According to UNHCR, the least developed countries hosted a large number of refugees; for example,
one in five of all refugees globally were hosted in sub-Saharan Africa, while 90 per cent of all refugees in Asia and
the Pacific were hosted in just three countries: the Islamic Republic of Iran (3.4 million), Pakistan (1.7 million) and
Bangladesh (952,400).

Figure 16. Number of refugees by top five host countries, 2005-2022 (millions)
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Note:  As of 30 June 2023, the registration and formal recognition of Wkrainfang in the Russian Federation were
still ongoing and therefore not all those reported had the formal status of refugees (see UNHCR, 2022).

In 2022, over 339,000 refugees returned to their countries of origin, a decrease of 21 per cent from the year
before, Most returns (151,300) were to South Sudan, the majority of these being from Uganda (75,500).

While there are many challenges to measuring those benefiting from local integration, UNHCR estimates that in
2022, 18 countries reported at least one or more naturalized refugee (compared with 23 countries in 2021}, with
a total of more than 50,800 naturalized refugees for the year — a decrease from 56,700 newly naturalized refugees
in 2021, but still an increase when compared with the 23,000 reported in 2016. In 2022, maost naturalizations
occurred in Europe, the majority of which (approximately 23,300 refugees) were in the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
Around 18,700 refugees received long-term resident permits in Canada. Overall, refugees who received permanent
residence or citizenship (globally) were largely from the Syrian Arab Republic (14,400), Eritrea (4,700) and the
Islamic Republic of Iran (3,300).
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In 2022, over 114,000 refugees were admitted for resettlement globally, double the number in 2021 (57,500) and
a return to pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels. Canada resettled the largest number of refugees (47,600), followed by
the United States (29,000). Resettlements both to Canada and the United States increased compared with 2021,
with arrivals to Canada increasing by 133 per cent and those resettled in the United States doubling (from 13,700).
The largest number of those resettled to Canada were Afghans, while refugees from the Democratic Republic
of the Congo comprised most resettlements to the United States. Resettlements to Australia also increased
significantly from the previous year, quadrupling to 17,300.

Over the last 10 years, the number of refugees in need of resettlement has dramatically increased, almost doubling
in size. UNHCR estimated that in 2011 there were approximately 805,000 refugees in need of resettlement, which
has increased to nearly 1.5 million for 2022 The number of resettled refugees has fluctuated over the years.
In 2005, almost B1,000 refugees were resettled, compared with around 57,000 in 2021. However, in 2022, the
number resettled was more than 114,000. Overall, resettlement has not kept up with the significant increase In
reed (see Table 3).

Table 3. Number of refugees needing resettlement and number of refugees resettled globally, from 2005

Year T::LT{TS: ngmn:..lt::::r“t Ressttlement arrivals PumﬂE;EEMEd
planning), persons

2005 - 80,734 -
2006 - 71,660 -
2007 - 75271 -
2008 - 88,772 -
2009 - 112,455 -
2010 - 98,719 -
2011 805,535 79,727 | 9.90
2012 781,299 88,918 11.38
2013 859,305 98,359 1145
2014 690,915 105,148 15.22
2015 958,429 106,997 11.16
2016 1,153,296 172,797 14.98
2017 1,190,519 102,709 B8.63
2018 1,195,349 92,348 7.73
2019 1,428,011 107,729 7.54
2020 1,440,408 34,383 2.39
2021 1,445,383 57,436 397
2022 1473156 114,242 775

Sowree: UNHCR, nd. (accessed 17 june 2023)
Mote:  Projected Global Resettfement MNeeds Report by UNHCR, is svailable fram 2071

* UNHCR 2010 and 2021.
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Refugee resettlement has been increasing since 2021 and returned to pre-COVID-19 pandemic levels by the end
of 2022, Resettiement figures dropped sharply in 2020, in part due to the effect of the pandemic, which severely
limited international movements worldwide. In 2021, the United States revised and increased its annual refugee cap,
resulting in the recent uptick in resettlements to the country. However, despite the increase in refugee resettiement,
various refugee crises and new displacement situations mean that resettlement needs have risen significantly. There
were 16 new refugees for each refugee that was returned or resettled in 2022.* Moreover, an estimated 2.4 million
refugees will be in need of resettlement in 2024, a 20 per cent increase from 2023." Figure 17 provides an overview
of resettiement statistics for key countries from 2002 to 2022

Figure 17. Number of refugees resettled by major resettlement countries in 2002-2022
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IOM's role in resettlement

|IOM plays a key role in global resettlement. Providing essential support to States in resettling refugees and
other humanitarian entrants is a fundamental purpose and is among its largest ongoing activities. Beyond
traditional refugee resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes, more States are interested in or
are currently carrying out other forms of admission, such as private sponsorships, academic scholarships and
labour maobility schemes. IOM's movement data for resettlement assistance refer to the overall number of
refugees and other persons of concern travelling under IOM auspices from various countries of departure
to destinations around the world during a given period.

In 2022, more than 120,700 persons travelled under IOM's auspices through resettlement, humanitarian
admissions and relocation programmes, with significant operations out of Tirkiye, Lebanon, Jordan, Pakistan
and Qatar® Of the beneficiaries, 49 per cent were female and 51 per cent were male. Overall, IOM
assisted 30 States in conducting these operations, Of the above-mentioned figure, 710 persons in neesd
of international protection were relocated from Greece, ltaly and Cyprus to eight diferent European

Economic Area countries, while 97 movements were conducted through complementary pathways from
Eritrea, Afghanistan and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Moreover, new resettlement countries, such

as Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay have provided support in welcoming refugees for resettlement, with IOM
and UNHCR — through the Sustainable Resettlement and Complementary Pathways Initiative (CRISP) —
assisting with building resettlement capacity and technical expertise in these countries. The top three
resettlement countries in 2022 were Canada (44,772), the United States (42,365) and Australia (7,773).

IOM supports its Member States in implementing a variety of resettlement, relocation and other
humanitarian admission schemes, many of which are well-established programmes, while others are ad
hot responses to specific forced migration crises.

Given the high needs and lack of available places for resettiement, IOM continues to engage with actors on
increasing accessibllity to safe and legal pathways. Under cooperative agreements, IOM provides stakeholders

with necessary information and shares data with key partners, such as UNHCR, resettlement countries
and settlement agencies. |OM works in close collaboration with UNHCR on a regular basis to verify and

better align aggregate data related to resettlement, specifically around figures for departures. For more
information on IOM’s resettlement activities, see www.iom.int/resettlement-assistance;

' IO, 2023k

47



438 Migration and Migrants: A Global Overview

Internally displaced persons

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) compiles data on two types of internal displacement new
displacements during a given period, and the total stock of internally displaced persons (IDPs) at a given point in
time. This statistical information is categorized by two broad displacement causes: (3) disasters and (b) conflict

and violence, However, IDMC acknowledges the challenges associated with distinguishing between disasters and
conflict as the immediate cause of displacement and highlights the growing need to identify better ways to report

on displacement in the context of multiple drivers™

At an estimated 62.5 million, the total global stock of people internally displaced by conflict and violence in
65 countries and territories as of 31 December 2022 was the highest on record since IDMC began monitoring

in 1998. As with trends for refugees (discussed in the previous section), intractable and new conflicts have meant
that the total number of persons internally displaced by conflict and violence has more than doubled since 2012,

Figure 18 shows the world's top 20 countries with the largest number of IDPs displaced due to conflict and
violence (stock) at the end of 2022. Most countries were either in the Middle East or sub-Saharan Africa. The
Syrian Arab Republic had the highest number of people displaced due to conflict (nearly 6.9 million) by the end
of 2022, followed by Ukraine (5.9 million). The Democratic Republic of the Congo had the third-highest number
(almost 5.7 million), followed by Colombia {around 4.8 million) and Yemen (4.5 million).

In terms of proportion of national population, the Syrian Arab Republic, whose conflict has dragged on for
over a decade, had over 32 per cent of its population displaced due to conflict and violence. Somalia had the
second-highest proportion (22%), followed by South Sudan, Yemen and Ukraine (with over 13%). It is important
to note, however, that especially for protracted displacement cases, such as in Colombia, some people who have
returned to their places of origin and to their homes may still be counted as internally displaced. This is because,
in some cases, a durable solution has not been achieved* Organizations such as IDMC follow the Inter-Agency
Standing Committee’s Durable Solutions for Internally Displaced Persons framework, which stipulates eight criteria
that constitute a durable solution in determining when people should no longer be considered internally displaced.™

< IGMC hghlights the challenges In collecting data on displacements due 1o development projects, criminal violence or slow-onset
disasters, as well as their efforts to overcome these difficulties. See IDMC, 2019:72-73.

A durable solution is achieved “when [DPs no longer have sgecific assistance and protection needs that are linked to ther displacemeant
and such persons can enjoy thelr human rights without discrimination resulting froem their displacement” See, for example, Brookings
Institution and University of Bern, 2010

The criteria include: safety and security; adequate standard of living access to livelihoods; restoration of housing, land and property;

access to documentation; family reunification; participation in public affairs; and access to effective remedies and justice. See, for examgple,
Brookings Institution and University of Bern, 2010; 1DMC, 2019
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Figure 18. Top 20 countries with the largest populations of internally displaced persons by conflict
and violence at the end of 2022 (millions)
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In 2022, the global total number of persons displaced by disasters was around B.7 million persons across
B8 countries and territories. These people were reported te be still living in displacement at the end of 2022 due

to disasters that occurred in 2022,
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Displacements in 2022

By the end of 2022, there had been a total of 60.9 million internal displacements, 60 per cent more than in 2021

and the highest figure on record. Of these displacements, 53 per cent (32.6 million) were triggered by disasters
and 47 per cent (28.3 million) were caused by conflict and viclence®

In 2022, Ukraine (over 16 milllon) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (4 million) topped the list with the

highest numbers of displacements caused by conflict and violence, considerably influencing global numbers as a
result. They were followed by Ethiopia (2 million), Myanmar (1 million) and Somalia (621,000). Pakistan experienced
the highest absolute numbers of disaster displacements in 2022 (approximately 8.2 million).*

As shown in Figure 19, in previous years, annual disaster displacements outnumbered displacements associated
with conflict and violence. IDMC notes, however, that a significant portion of the global total of displacements by

disasters is usually associated with short-term evacuations in a relatively safe and orderly manner.
Figure 19. Internal displacements due to conflict and disasters, 2012-2022 (millions)
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The content in this subsection is based on and drawn from [DMC, 2023, Please refer to these documents for explanatory notes, deeper
analysis, caveats, limitations and methodologies assoclated with the numbers and trends presented. |[DMC's previous Global Estimates
reports, 25 well as its Global internal Displacement Database (IDMC, nd), are other ey sources of information

" |DMC highlights possible reasons for these changes, including stabllization of front lines of conflicts, ceasefires, restrictions on freedom

of movement and changes in methodology for data callection
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|IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) programme gathers and analyses data to disseminate critical
multilayered information on displacement and population mobility. DTM's data collection and analysis
enables decision makers and responders to provide these populations with better context-specific
and evidence-based assistance. Data are shared in the form of maps, infographics, reports, interactive
web-based visualizations and raw or customized data exports. Based on a given context, the DTM gathers
information on populations, locations, conditions, needs and vulnerabilities, using one or more of the
following methodological tools:

*  Tracking mebility and multisectoral needs at area and location level to monitor needs and target
assistance;

*  Monitoring movement ("flow”) trends and the overall situation at origin, transit and destination points;

*  Registering displaced Individuals and households for beneficiary selection and wulnerability targeting
and programming;

»  Conducting surveys to gather specific in-depth information from populations of interest.

DTM has been operating since 2004 and by June 2022, operating in more than 120 countries, the DTM
had tracked/identified nearly 45 million IDPs, 40.4 million returnees and 6.2 million migrants. IOM's DTM
database is one of the largest sources for global annual estimates on internal displacement compiled by
IDMC. For more information on [OM's DTM, see http://dtm.iom.int.
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Conclusions

It s important to understand migration and displacement, and how they are changing globally, given their relevance
to States, local communities and individuals. Human migration and displacement may be age-old phenomena that
stretch back to the earliest periods of human history, but their manifestations and impacts have changed aver

time as the world has become more globalized and we increasingly experience major global transformations in
geopolitical, environmental and technological domains.”

As every new day passes, we have more data and information on migration and displacement globally at our
disposal; yet the very nature of migration in an interconnected world means that its dynamics can be difficult
to capture in statistical terms. Differences in definitions, conceptualizations and cultural constructs, as well as
unexpected events that pose new and unforeseen challenges can hamper our collective understandings of how
migration is changing: That said, we witnessed entirely new data sets emerge quickly during COVID-19, including
from 1OM and ather United MNations agencies, large technology companies and academic institutions.

We are also seeing how the increasing digitalization of migration and mobility — the lifeblood of which is data — is
being increasingly utilized as part of ongoing efforts to develop big new data sets for capturing movements and
anticipating and preparing solutions. Reducing global inequality is alse supported by data collection and analysis.
The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration emphasizes a commitment to improving international
cooperation on migration, as well as collecting migration data and undertaking research and analysis so that we
may better understand trends and evolving patterns and processes, to support the development of evidence-based
responses. The long-term data clearly show that the implementation of the Global Compact Is an urgent and
overdue priority, as global mobility inequality has deepened over the last 25 years (see Chapter 4 of this report).

The global data also show that displacement caused by conflict, generalized violence and other factors continues to
trend upward to new highs. Intractable, unresolved, recurring and newly reignited conflicts and violence have led to
an increase in the number of refugees around the world. While a handful of countries continue to provide solutions
for refugees, overall these have been profoundly and persistently insufficlent in addressing global needs and we
have seen the proportion of refugees resettled drop over time. In addition, there are estimated to be more people
displaced internally than ever before. The harsh reality is that we continue to read about the “new high” in global
displacement (since the commencement of robust data collection) every time annual aggregated global data are
released year after year. The United Mations Action Agenda on internal displacement provides a critically needed
platform for highlighting and responding to this issue, which is underpinned by a combination of complex factors.

“ MeAuliffe and Goossens, 2018; McAulifie and Triandafyllidou, 2021,
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MIGRATION AND MIGRANTS:
REGIONAL DIMENSIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS

The previous chapter provides an overview of migration globally, with specific reference to international migrants
and migration flows. Particular migrant groups - including international students, refugees, asylum-seekers and
internally displaced persons (IDPs) — and international remittances were also discussed. Chapter 3 is focused
primarily at the regional level in order to provide a more detailed picture of migration, which sets out a different
but complementary perspective on migrants and movements in different parts of the world.’

Our starting point is geographic, rather than thematic, given that geography is one of the fundamentals underpinning
migration today, just as it was in the past. Notwithstanding increasing globalization, geography is one of the most
significant factors shaping patterns of migration and displacement. Many people who migrate across borders do so
within their immediate regions, to countries that are close by, countries to which it may be easler to travel, that
may be more familiar, and from which it may also be easier to return. For people who are displaced, finding safety
quickly is paramount. People, therefore, tend to be displaced to safer locations nearby, whether that is within their
own countries or across Imternational borders.

This chapter seeks to assist migration policymakers, practitioners, researchers and students to make better sense
of international migration globally by using a geographic perspective to present regional migration overviews. The
analysis in this chapter focuses on six world regions as defined by the United Nations, and used by the United
Mations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and other organizations:

«  Africa
Asia
« Europe

» Latin America and the Caribbean
«  Morthern America

*  QOceania

For each of these regions, the analysis includes: {a) an overview and brief discussion of key migration statistics
based on data compiled and reported by UN DESA, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC); and (b) succinct descriptions of "key
features and developments” in migration in the region, based on a wide range of data, information and analyses
from international organizations, researchers and analysts.



1 Migration and migrants: Regional dimensions and developments

To account for the diversity of migration patterns, trends and issues within each of the six regions, the descriptive
narratives of key features and developments are presented at the subregional level. For Asia, for example, this
cascade approach allows for the presentation of insights from statistical data on Asia as a whole, followed by
summary information on subregions, including Eastern Asia, Southern Asia, South-East Asia, the Middle East and
Central Asia. A breakdown of the regions and subregions is provided in Appendix A. These subregional overviews
provide information on migration patterns from, within and to the subregions.” Beyond this, attention has been
paid to particular features that exist in a subregion, such as labour migration and international remittances, irregular
migration, human trafficking, and displacement (internal and international). The subregional overviews are not
intended to be exhaustive, but are designed to be lllustrative of key trends and recent changes in migration,

It is important to note that this chapter builds on the previous regional chapters of the World Migration Reports
of 2018, 2020 and 2022 by providing an update on statistics and current issues.’ Significant changes over the two
years since the last edition of the World Migration Report have been reflected in this chapter (up until the end of
October 2023), which incorporates some of the recent data and information on migration. Recent events, including
those related to conflict and disaster displacement events in countries such as Ukraine, the Sudan, Pakistan, Turkiye,
Haiti and Malawi are discussed, as well as some of the key policy developments across the various subregions, The
chapter draws on the existing evidence base, and sources are provided in endnotes and the references section.

We encourage readers to refer to sources cited in this chapter to learn more about topics of interest. Thematic
chapters in this volume may also be of interest, including those on migration and human security, gender and

migration, COVID-19 impacts, and recent developments in the global governance of migration.

Africa’

Migration in Africa involves large numbers of international migrants moving both within and from the region. As
shown in Figure 1, most international migration occurs within the region. The latest available international migrant
stock data (2020)" show that around 21 million Africans were living in another African country, a significant increase
from 2015, when around 18 million Africans were estimated to be living outside of their country of origin but

within the region. The number of Africans living in different regions also grew during the same period, from around
17 million in 2015 to over 19.5 million in 2020.

Figure 1 shows that since 2000, international migration within the African region has increased significantly. Since
1990, the number of African migrants living outside of the region has more than doubled, with the growth in
Europe most pronounced. In 2020, most African-born migrants living outside the region were residing in Europe
(11 million), Asia (nearly 5 million) and Northern America (around 3 million).
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One of the most striking aspects to note about international migrants in Africa, as shown in Figure 1, is the small
number of migrants who were born outside of the region and have since moved there. From 2015 to 2020, the
number of migrants born outside the region remained virtually unchanged (around 2 million), most of whom were

from Asia and Europe.

Figure 1. Migrants to, within and from Africa, 1990-2020
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MNoter  This is the iatest available international migrant stock data at the ome of writing. "Migrants to Africa”
refers to migrants resding in the region (2. Africa) who were barn in one of the ather regions
fe.g. Europe or Asa). "Migrants within Africa” refers to migrants born in the region (i.e. Africa) and
residing outside their country of birth, but still within the African region. "Migrants from Africa’
refers to people bom in Africa who were residing outside the region (eg. In Europe or Northern

America)
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In Africa, the proportion of female and male migrants in the top destination countries is similar, with only slight
differences between countries. The most visible exception is Libya, where the share of male immigrants Is significantly
higher than that of female immigrants. This dynamic is broadly similar in the top 10 origin countries in Africa, apart
from Egypt — the top country of origin in the region — which has a far greater share of male emigrants compared
to females.

Figure 2. Top 10 African destination (left) and origin (right) countries by sex
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Displacement within and from Africa remains a major feature of the region, as shown in Figure 3. Most refugees
on the continent were hosted in neighbouring countries within the region. The top 10 countries in Africa, ranked
by the combined total of refugees and aslyum-seekers both hosted by and originating from that country, are shown
in Figure 3, South Sudan continued to be the country of origin of the largest number of refugees in Africa (around
2.3 million) and ranked fourth globally, after the Syrian Arab Republic, Ukraine and Afghanistan. The Demeocratic
Republic of the Congo and the Sudan were the origin of the second and third largest number of refugees on
the continent (more than 900,000 and over 800,000, respectively). Other origin countries of a significant number
of refugees include Somalia (nearly 800,000) and the Central African Republic (more than 748,000). Among host
countries, Uganda — with nearly 1.5 million — continued to be home to the largest number of refugees in Africa in
2022. Most refugees in Uganda originated from South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In addition
to producing a significant number of refugees, countries such as the Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo also hosted large refugee populations by end of 2022 (nearly 1.1 million and over half a million, respectively).
Ethiopia, with nearly 900,000 refugees, was the third largest host country of refugees in Africa in 2022

Figure 3. Top 10 African countries by total refugees and asylum-seekers, 2022
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